
WELCOME TO OVGU
Winter Semester 2026/2027



Who are we?
Campus Welcome Center



Christin Gebauer

International Office:
Coordinator „Onboarding of 
International Students“
− Pre-arrival support
− Welcome events
− Sprachcafé Deutsch



Alexandra Gottschalk

Student Services:
International Student Advisor
− Personalized academic student 

advising
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1. Your Arrival
Late Arrival | Study Program Advisor | Deutschlandticket | 
Further Recommendations



Late Arrival

• Lectures start: October 12, 2026

• Recommended arrival: October 31, 2026 at the latest

• Important: Semesters count immediately after enrolment (even if absent)

• Leave of absence due to late arrival is not possible

• Health insurance: Payment starts with the beginning of semester although you are not 
physically in Germany

• Visa: University has no influence on embassy processing times

1. Your Arrival: Late Arrival | Study Program Advisor | Deutschlandticket | Further Recommendations 



Late Arrival & Enrollment

Unable to enter Germany on time?

• Re-apply via myOVGU for next possible term (new admission letters: June / December)
o Re-admission is not guaranteed (NC programs)
o Study regulations might change

• If already enrolled: cancel enrollment and apply for a refund within the deadline through the 
form „Waiver of enrollment“

• If you arrive later and decide to remain enrolled: 
• It is your responsibility to catch up on courses
• OVGU is a campus-based university 
• Contact your student advisor to find out whether online materials / courses are available

1. Your Arrival: Late Arrival | Study Program Advisor | Deutschlandticket | Further Recommendations 
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How to Find your Study Program Advisor

1. Your Arrival: Late Arrival | Study Program Advisor | Deutschlandticket | Further Recommendations 

• Search: “Study 
Program” + OVGU, for 
example “Chemical and 
Energy Engineering" + 
OVGU 

Google%20Search:%20CEE


How to Find your Study Program Advisor

• Search result: Advisor and contact 
details, for example Dr. rer. nat. 
Werner Hintz, with number and mail 
address 

1. Your Arrival: Late Arrival | Study Program Advisor | Deutschlandticket | Further Recommendations 

https://www.ovgu.de/unimagdeburg/en/Study/Study+Programmes/Master/Chemical+and+Energy+Engineering-p-17622.html
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FAQ

Deutschlandticket

• Student Semester Ticket

• Activation: Required before first use (possible from September 25, 2026)

• App: Download and activate in the MVB App

• Ticket checks:
o Digital ticket ready before boarding
o Student ID card is not required
o Valid photo ID mandatory (e.g., passport)

• Validity: Valid from Oct 1, 2026 – March 31, 2027 → Re-activation each semester

• Coverage: Local transport Germany-wide, long-distance trains (ICE/IC) excluded

1. Your Arrival: Late Arrival | Study Program Advisor | Deutschlandticket | Further Recommendations 

https://www.ovgu.de/unimagdeburg/en/deutschlandsemesterticket-p-139470.html
https://www.ovgu.de/unimagdeburg/en/deutschlandsemesterticket-p-139470.html
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Further Recommendations

• Train and bus service in Germany (long-distance travel):
o Deutsche Bahn → DB Navigator App for tickets, timetables

o App Store
o Google Play

o Flixbus → FlixBus & FlixTrain: App for tickets, timetables
o App Store
o Google Play

• Public transport system in Magdeburg:
o Trams and busses: MVB App, DB App or
o Insa → INSA - Infos zum Nahverkehr

o App Store
o Google Play

1. Your Arrival: Late Arrival | Study Program Advisor | Deutschlandticket | Further Recommendations 

Deutsche Bahn Logo, symbol, meaning, history, PNG, brand

FlixBus: Convenient and affordable bus travel in the US

https://apps.apple.com/de/app/db-navigator/id343555245
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=de.hafas.android.db&pcampaignid=web_share
https://apps.apple.com/de/app/flixbus-flixtrain/id778437357
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=de.flixbus.app&hl=de
https://apps.apple.com/de/app/insa/id461448116
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=de.hafas.android.nasa&hl=de
https://int.bahn.de/en?dbkanal_007=Sprachauswahl_link_English%7Estartseite
https://global.flixbus.com/?atb_pdid=6197a8cc-3fdd-43c9-8b93-22edd7b934c4&_sp=9e27ff5c-bddd-409a-8596-83a668006b43.1784626826215&noRedirect=true&_spnuid=ac525f29-db07-4e80-a8e3-e8d52a73e348_1784626826112
https://www.insa.de/en/


1. Your Arrival: Late Arrival | Study Program Advisor | Deutschlandticket | Further Recommendations 

Use Otto Hotspot in Magdeburg for free Wifi!

https://www.magdeburg.de/index.php?ModID=7&FID=37.11888.1&object=tx%7C37.11888.1
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How to get to OVGU

2. The Campus: How to get to OVGU | Campus Plan | Student ID Validation

 

Start 

Hauptbahnhof / Willy-
Brandt-Platz

https://www.ovgu.de/unimagdeburg/en/deutschlandsemesterticket-p-139470.html


How to get to OVGU

2. The Campus: How to get to OVGU | Campus Plan | Student ID Validation

 

Stop: 

Universität, Universitätsbibliothek or 
Listemannstraße



2. The Campus
How to get to OVGU | Campus Map | Student ID Validation



2. The Campus: How to get to OVGU | Campus Map | Student ID Validation

 

Where to find the 
Campus Map:

• Welcome Desk at 
Campus Welcome 
Center (Building 01)

• Website: here

https://www.ovgu.de/unimagdeburg_media/Universit%C3%A4t/Dokumente+und+Formulare/Campusplan+Uni+Magdeburg.pdf
https://www.ovgu.de/unimagdeburg_media/Universit%C3%A4t/Dokumente+und+Formulare/Campusplan+Uni+Magdeburg.pdf
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How to validate your Student ID

Validation of your student ID each semester:

• Validation machines in Building 

• 01, Campus Welcome Center

• 06, hallway

• 26, outside auditorium 1

• 40, entrance B

2. The Campus: How to get to OVGU | Campus Map | Student ID Validation

 

01

https://www.ovgu.de/unimagdeburg/en/Study/First_Year+Orientation/First+Steps/Student+ID+card-p-42876.html


2. The Campus: How to get to OVGU | Campus Map | Student ID Validation

 



How to validate your Student ID

Kiosk machines at the 
Mensa (cafeteria) to top 

up student IDs 

cash or card 

2. The Campus: How to get to OVGU | Campus Map | Student ID Validation

 

Payment for 
printing & 
copying on 

campus

Campus dining 
& cafeteria

costs



2. The Campus: How to get to OVGU | Campus Map | Student ID Validation

 

Library: Building 30

Student ID card = 
Library card



URZ/ IT-Service Point: 
Building 26.1

 
it-service@ovgu.de

2. The Campus: How to get to OVGU | Campus Map | Student ID Validation

 

https://www.urz.ovgu.de/en/
mailto:it-service@ovgu.de
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Service Hours

3. Campus Welcome Center: Service Hours | Support Offices

 

Central service, information and 
advice centre for students

Opening hours:

Monday – Thursday: 9 AM – 5:00 PM

Friday: 9 AM – 1:30 PM

Fridays in October: 9 AM – 3 PM

servicecenter.ovgu.de


3. Campus Welcome Center
Service Hours | Support Offices



Where to go?

3. Campus Welcome Center: Service Hours | Support Offices

 

• Students‘ Office
Application, enrollment, re-registration, leave of 
absence, re- and de-registration, change of program

• International Student Advising
Individual, course-related advice

• International Office
Support for international students (e.g., visa,  
Foreigners’ Office) & studies/internships abroad

• Servicepoint „Examinations“ General advice on all 
examination-related questions

❖ Central Platform: servicecenter.ovgu.de

Book your
appointment

https://www.servicecenter.ovgu.de/csc/en/


4. On-Campus Welcome
Welcome Weeks | Welcome to OVGU App | Accomodation | Resident Registration 
| Bank Account Setup



Introduction Days of the faculties 
October 5 – 9, 2026

The final program will 
be published 

mid-September
on the OVGU website.

https://www.ovgu.de/unimagdeburg/en/Study/First_Year+Orientation/First+Dates/Introduction+Days+winter+semester+2026_27-p-115964.html
https://www.ovgu.de/unimagdeburg/en/Study/First_Year+Orientation/First+Dates/Introduction+Days+winter+semester+2026_27-p-115964.html
https://www.ovgu.de/unimagdeburg/en/Study/First_Year+Orientation/First+Dates/Introduction+Days+winter+semester+2026_27-p-115964.html


Enrollment Ceremony
October 5, 2026 at Magdeburg Opera House

Registration required
Ticket sale from 

September 1, 2026 on 
this website

https://www.ovgu.de/unimagdeburg/en/Study/First_Year+Orientation/First+Dates/Introduction+Days+winter+semester+2026_27-p-115964.html
https://www.ovgu.de/unimagdeburg/en/Study/First_Year+Orientation/First+Dates/Introduction+Days+winter+semester+2026_27-p-115964.html
https://www.ovgu.de/unimagdeburg/en/enrolment_ceremony-p-133968.html


Market of Opportunities
October 8, 2026 in Building 22

Meet more than 50 
central institutions, 

student councils, 
student initiatives, 

contact points
More here

https://www.ovgu.de/unimagdeburg/en/Study/First_Year+Orientation/First+Dates/Introduction+Days+winter+semester+2026_27-p-115964.html
https://www.ovgu.de/unimagdeburg/en/Study/First_Year+Orientation/First+Dates/Introduction+Days+winter+semester+2026_27-p-115964.html
https://www.ovgu.de/unimagdeburg/en/opportunities_fair-p-42888.html


International Welcome Weeks 

4. On-Campus Welcome: Welcome Weeks | Welcome to OVGU App | Accomodation | Resident Registration | Bank Account Setup

 

28 September 
–  10 October 

2026

Marked events*:

Registration through 
“Welcome to OVGU” 

app calendar 
required

https://www.ovgu.de/unimagdeburg/en/welcome_weeks-p-42416.html
https://www.ovgu.de/unimagdeburg/en/Study/First_Year+Orientation/First+Dates/Introduction+Days+winter+semester+2026_27-p-115964.html


International Welcome Weeks
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https://www.ovgu.de/unimagdeburg/en/Study/First_Year+Orientation/First+Dates/Introduction+Days+winter+semester+2026_27-p-115964.html


International Welcome Weeks
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“Welcome to OVGU” 

app calendar 
required

https://www.ovgu.de/unimagdeburg/en/welcome_weeks-p-42416.html
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The Welcome to OVGU App

• Welcome Week Registration: Sign-up for orientation events

• Upcoming Events: Calendar for IKUS (Intercultural Students) and other events

• Information Services: Special information for international students

• Campus Plan & Mensa: Campus map and the daily Mensa menu

• Important Contacts : Quick access to key contact details

Download here

4. On-Campus Welcome: Welcome Weeks | Welcome to OVGU App | Accomodation | Resident Registration | Bank Account Setup

 

https://www.ovgu.de/unimagdeburg/en/International/News+Incoming/New+App+_Welcome+to+OVGU_-p-113942.html
https://www.ovgu.de/unimagdeburg/en/International/News+Incoming/New+App+_Welcome+to+OVGU_-p-113942.html
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Accomodation Support

4. On-Campus Welcome: Welcome Weeks | Welcome to OVGU App | Accomodation | Resident Registration | Bank Account Setup

 

Markierung mit einfarbiger Füllung

https://www.studentenwerk-magdeburg.de/problems-in-finding-accommodation/


Accomodation Support

Housing Counselling on campus

• Period: 22 Sept – 30 Oct 2026

• Location: InterKultiTreff (IKT)

• Time: Tuesdays 3 - 6 pm, Fridays 10 am – 1 pm

• Contact: housing@studentenwerk-magdeburg.de

• Websites with further information:
• Housing for International Students (Studentenwerk

Magdeburg)
• Finding Accommodation (International Office)

4. On-Campus Welcome: Welcome Weeks | Welcome to OVGU App | Accomodation | Resident Registration | Bank Account Setup

 

Markierung mit einfarbiger Füllung

mailto:housing@studentenwerk-magdeburg.de
https://www.studentenwerk-magdeburg.de/en/culture/housing-for-international-students/
https://www.ovgu.de/unimagdeburg/en/International/Incoming+_+Ways+to+the+University/International+Students/Organizing+Your+Stay/Finding+Accommodation-p-46814.html
https://www.studentenwerk-magdeburg.de/problems-in-finding-accommodation/


Studentenwerk Magdeburg

• Student dorms

• Cafeteria (“Mensa”)

• Campus Child Care etc.

Consulting:

• Social counselling

• Financial advice

• Psychosocial counselling

• Legal advice

4. On-Campus Welcome: Welcome Weeks | Welcome to OVGU App | Accomodation | Resident Registration | Bank Account Setup

 

More 
information 

here

https://www.studentenwerk-magdeburg.de/en/
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Resident Registration

4. On-Campus Welcome: Welcome Weeks | Welcome to OVGU App | Accomodation | Resident Registration | Bank Account Setup

 

Special appointments 

at the Citizen‘s Registration Office: 

28 September – 17 October, 2026

Bürgerbüro Mitte, 

Leiterstr. 2A, 39104 Magdeburg

Appointment booking required: 

Termine.ovgu.de/bb 

Markierung mit einfarbiger Füllung

https://www.ovgu.de/unimagdeburg/en/International/Incoming+_+Ways+to+the+University/International+Students/Organizing+Your+Stay/Registering+in+Magdeburg-p-46816.html
https://www.servicecenter.ovgu.de/
https://stadtplan.magdeburg.de/publicmapsbuergerportal/Wepm.aspx?site=GMSC&project=Stadtplan&lang=de-de&mv=5e09e04b-51c4-4015-9920-2dd947f6a40d&x=680103&y=5778598&zl=5
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Bank Account Setup

Special services for OVGU students:

Open a German bank account with

Deutsche Bank (online) or 

Sparkasse at Campus Welcome Center

More information will be announced:

• Pre-arrival newsletter

• „Welcome to OVGU“ app

4. On-Campus Welcome: Welcome Weeks | Welcome to OVGU App | Accomodation | Resident Registration | Bank Account Setup

 



5. Learning German
OVGU | Other Language Courses



Learning 
German opens 

up far more 
than just the 
classroom!



It makes 
everyday life 

and 
bureaucracy 

easier to 
navigate

It makes 
everyday life and 

bureaucracy 
easier to 
navigate!



It creates 
opportunities to 

connect with 
locals, build 
friendships



It significantly 
boosts job 
prospects



And it also makes 
you truly feel at 

home



OVGU Language Center (SPRZ)

Registration (Moodle): 

5 Oct (9 AM) – 23 Oct 2026 (6 PM)

→ Be fast!

Course Start:

12 Oct 2026

Placement Test: 

Mandatory from level A2 onwards

5. Learning German: 

 

More Information 
here

https://www.sprz.ovgu.de/sprz/en/
https://www.sprz.ovgu.de/sprz/en/
https://www.sprz.ovgu.de/sprz/en/Language+courses/German/Placement+test.html
https://www.sprz.ovgu.de/sprz/en/Language+courses/German.html


International Career Service (ICS)

Part 1 (Aug) 

Intensive course 

(Levels A1 to B2 ; e.g. A1.1.)   

Part 2 (Winter Semester) 

Continuous follow-up course

(e.g. A1.2.)

Maybe next 
summer?

More Information 
here

https://www.ovgu.de/germanlanguagecourse.html
https://www.ovgu.de/internationalcareerservice.html


Sprachcafé Deutsch (Language Café)

Practice Speaking 

Weekly with native speakers and other 
international students

Dates & Info

Check the „Welcome to OVGU“ app 

and the calendar

More Information 
here

https://www.ikus.ovgu.de/ikus/en/
https://unimagazin.ovgu.de/unimagazin/en/campus/2026/August/Where+learning+German+becomes+a+chance+to+connect.html


5. Learning German
OVGU | Other Language Courses



University of Applied Science (H2)

Levels A1 – B2

Placement test:                                                                  
October 9, 2026                              

Mandatory from level A2 onwards 

Click for dates & info

Registration & contact: daf@h2.de

https://www.h2.de/no_cache/en/the-university/institutions-of-the-university/sundi/courses-for-international-students-and-german-language-learners.html
https://www.h2.de/no_cache/en/the-university/institutions-of-the-university/sundi/courses-for-international-students-and-german-language-learners.html


Other language courses

Websites: Vhs learning 
portal, Goethe-Institut, 

Deutsche Welle

Apps: Language apps like 
Babbel, Duolingo, Lingoda

Language 
schools in 
Magdeburg

Online

Adult Education Center 
(VHS) 

Berlitz

https://www.vhs-lernportal.de/wws/9.php#/wws/home.php?sid=88257665672554037758702760276010S2d6aa285
https://www.vhs-lernportal.de/wws/9.php#/wws/home.php?sid=88257665672554037758702760276010S2d6aa285
https://www.goethe.de/ins/de/en/ort/ber.html
https://learngerman.dw.com/de/deutsch-lernen/s-9095
https://de.babbel.com/pages/de-de/evergreen-multilanguage?bsc=bg_nb_srh_deu_all&btp=default&msclkid=f6dc8aa8520717765309ed84809ab27d&utm_campaign=BG_NB_SRH_ct_DEUALL_GENERIC_gDE_cDE&utm_content=638079877_1277632948205488_kwd-79852311901784%3Aloc-72_79852166657039&utm_medium=cpc&utm_source=bing&utm_term=sprachen+lernen+app
https://www.duolingo.com/
https://www.lingoda.com/en/german/?utm_device=c&msclkid=4482098cc04513a6f3056ea012d8400a&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=P-Microsoft_Ads-Search-Generic---%5BWestern_Europe-EN%5BALL%5D%5D&utm_term=german%20learning&utm_content=Learn%20German-EN-E
https://www.vhs.magdeburg.de/programm/sprachen
https://www.berlitz.com/en-de/language-centers/magdeburg


6. Campus Life
Sports |  Student Initiatives | Events



Sports Center

Join the sports courses of the 
Sports Center!

Check courses offered in winter 
semester - visible from October 8

Registrations start on October 15 
at 9 a.m. via website

You need your student mail 
address and IBAN 

(German/European bank account) 
Courses start on 

October 19 –
January 31, 2027

Be fast!

https://www.spoz.ovgu.de/spoz/en/
https://spoz-buch.ovgu.de/angebote/aktueller_zeitraum/index_bereiche.html


Sports Center

Student Health Management:

(online) Workshops, e.g., stress 
management, self-regulation

Learn swimming with Schwimm
Kultur

includes workshops, strengthens 
well-being, make new friends 

Register on SPOZ 
website

https://www.sgm.ovgu.de/sgm/en/
https://www.sgm.ovgu.de/sgm/en/Schwimm+Kultur.html
https://www.sgm.ovgu.de/sgm/en/Schwimm+Kultur.html
https://spoz-buch.ovgu.de/angebote/aktueller_zeitraum/index_bereiche.html
https://spoz-buch.ovgu.de/angebote/aktueller_zeitraum/index_bereiche.html


Sports Center

Recommendations of the SPOZ:

Health Coaching

Physical activity, coaching, back 
health, endurance and self-

directed training

You have experience in 
sports? Become an 

instructor!

Earn some money, offer 
classes / new sports

Yoga Hatha

Online

CampusFIT

Gym

Team sports

Cricket, soccer, 
basketball, volleyball

Register on SPOZ 
website

https://spoz-buch.ovgu.de/angebote/aktueller_zeitraum/index_bereiche.html
https://spoz-buch.ovgu.de/angebote/aktueller_zeitraum/index_bereiche.html
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Student Initiatives
Examples

Acagemics

Student Game 
Developer Club

AIESEC

FlaR e.V.

Group rides, rad 
camps, cycling UMD Racing 

Formula Student 
Team

IKUS

Intercultural 
Students

Love 
Foundation

Students for 
Climate Justice

Meet them at the 
Market of 

Opportunities on 
October 8

22

https://www.ovgu.de/Studium/Campus+_+Stadt/Studentische+Initiativen.html
https://acagamics.de/
https://www.ridewithflar.de/
https://www.umdracing.de/
https://www.ikus.ovgu.de/
https://love-foundation.org/
https://love-foundation.org/
https://studentsforfuture.info/magdeburg/
https://studentsforfuture.info/magdeburg/
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Events

Events of the 
International 

Office

Welcome Brunch with 
International Office October 7

Festival of Cultures at Festung
Mark every 2nd year (2027)

Further events on campus: 

Market of opportunities in winter, 
Career pitches and fairs, Winter 

market, faculty parties

08



Thank you
for your attention!

Do you have 
any questions?



Safe travel and see you soon on campus!
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