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International Cooperation Opportunities within the Framework 
of Standing Open Proposal Submission Procedures 

The Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG, German Research Foundation) supports interna-
tional cooperation in order to facilitate transnational research activities. Based on this strategy, 
DFG also maintains cooperation agreements with some countries that enable continuous proposal 
submission within so-called Standing Open Procedures (SOP). Joint proposals with research part-
ners in these countries may therefore be submitted at any time without having to meet a specific 
submission deadline. General information on SOP can be found on DFG’s website (see link below). 
 
This joint proposal submission option exists with the following countries and their respective part-
ner organisations and for the identified research areas: 

• Brazil, The São Paulo Research Foundation (FAPESP): all areas; on the Brazilian side, only 
researchers who are located in universities / research institutions within the State of São 
Paulo may apply.  

• Colombia, Universidad de los Andes (UNIANDES): all areas 
• Colombia, Universidad de Antioquia (UdeA): all areas 
• Costa Rica, Consejo Nacional de Rectores (CONARE): all areas 
• Iran, National Institute for Medical Research Development (NIMAD): only for medicine 

and parts of life sciences 
• Iran, Iran National Science Foundation (INSF): all areas 
• Turkey, Scientific and Technical Research Council of Turkey (TÜBITAK): all areas 
• Vietnam, National Foundation for Science and Technology Development (NAFOSTED): all 

areas 
 
Proposals, which are usually written jointly, have to be submitted in parallel at the DFG and at 
the respective partner organisation in accordance with the applicable regulations of each organisa-
tion. Scientists in Germany must submit their proposals within the DFG’s Research Grants Pro-
gramme in compliance with the guidelines outlined in DFG forms 50.01 and 54.01 (links see be-
low) via the electronic elan-portal. These include the eligibility criteria and proposal preparation 
instructions for applicants to be funded by DFG.  
 
The review process is carried out separately on each side. The results of the review process are 
shared between the DFG and the respective partner organisation. DFG and the respective partner 
organisation provide funding of joint research projects upon positive assessment on both sides. 
Unilateral funding of only one part of the research project is not possible.  
 
Please note that there are no separate funds reserved at DFG for the cooperation within the SOP. 
These opportunities follow the general budget of DFG. The proposals must succeed on the 
strengths of their scientific quality in comparison with other proposals within the same research 
area. 
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Further Information 
 
General information on Standing Open Procedures: 
www.dfg.de/en/research_funding/international_cooperation/funding/countries_regions/standing_open_procedures 
 
Apart from the SOP, the following proposal submission possibilities for Individual Research Grants exist in the 
context of international cooperation: 

• The DFG and further research funding organisations in Europe have agreed to cooperate in reviewing 
and funding bilateral and trilateral cross-border research projects (Weave Lead Agency Process): 
www.dfg.de/en/research_funding/programmes/international_cooperation/joint_proposal_weave_process 

• The DFG and the Autonomous Province of Bolzano in Italy agreed to cooperate within a bilateral Lead 
Agency Process. The review procedure is only done by DFG: 
www.dfg.de/formulare/54_017 (only available in German) 

• The DFG also announces specific calls with fixed deadlines for proposal submission together with other 
countries/partner organisations. Such calls will be announced in separate press releases (Information for 
Researchers) on the DFG homepage. There exist no linkages between SOP and such specific calls with 
fixed deadlines for proposal submission: 
www.dfg.de/en/research_funding/announcements_proposals/calls_for_proposals 

 
For international cooperation possibilities within other DFG funding programmes such as the Initiation of Interna-
tional Cooperation or Coordinated Programmes, please contact DFG’s Head Office: 
www.dfg.de/en/research_funding/international_cooperation/funding/countries_regions 
 
Further general information on the international cooperation of the DFG: 
www.dfg.de/en/research_funding/international_cooperation/funding 
 
Detailed information on the partner organisations: 
Brazil, The São Paulo Research Foundation (FAPESP): 
www.dfg.de/download/pdf/dfg_im_profil/internationales/partner/preparation_instructions_dfg_fapesp_research_grant.pdf 
 
Colombia, Universidad de los Andes (UNIANDES):  
www.dfg.de/download/pdf/foerderung/internationales/joint_call_uniandes_dfg_2021.pdf 
 
Colombia, Universidad de Antioquia (UdeA):  
www.dfg.de/en/research_funding/announcements_proposals/2019/info_wissenschaft_19_28 
and 
https://bit.ly/3zwkpCY 
 
Costa Rica, Consejo Nacional de Rectores (CONARE):  
www.dfg.de/foerderung/info_wissenschaft/2018/info_wissenschaft_18_12 
 
Iran, Iran National Science Foundation (INSF):  
http://insf.org/en/page/51/german-research-foundation 
 
Further information on elan: 
The elan system can be accessed at: 
https://elan.dfg.de/en 
 
After the log-in, please use the respective link “Proposal for a Research Grant” in the Proposal Forms column. 
If you are using the DFG’s elan system for the first time, please note that you will need to register before you 
may use the system. Allow at least one business day to process your registration.  
 
elan flyer: 
www.dfg.de/download/pdf/foerderung/antragstellung/elan/flyer_eant_en.pdf 
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elan FAQ: 
www.dfg.de/download/pdf/foerderung/antragstellung/elan/faq_eant_en.pdf 
 
DFG forms 50.01 and 54.01 can be found at: 
www.dfg.de/formulare/50_01 
www.dfg.de/formulare/54_01 
 
Questions related to the Standing Open Procedures maybe directed to the responsible contact person for the 
respective region/country: 
Brazil and Costa Rica: Marina Hesse, phone +49 228 885-2585, marina.hesse@dfg.de 
Colombia: Martina Richtberg, phone +49 228 885-3178, martina.richtberg@dfg.de 
Iran: Dorothea Fendel, phone +49 228 885-2226, dorothea.fendel@dfg.de 
Turkey: Stephanie Laß, phone +49 228 885-2442, stephanie.lass@dfg.de 
Vietnam: Dr. Franziska Langer, phone +49 228 885-3116, franziska.langer@dfg.de 
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